
ISSC COMMITTEE REPORT  
 
Foreign Relations Committee 
Date: August 3, 2003 
C hair: David Fyfe 
 
August 2003 Committee Meeting Attendees: 
 
Committee Members: 
Phil Busby (New Zealand), Joseph Niece, Stephen Stephen (Canada), Frank Bellavia, Stephen Blount, 
Robin Downey, Shelly Doherty (New Zealand), Paul Comar (NMFS), Peter Pirillo (FDA), David Fyfe 
(NWIFC) 
 
Audience:  
Jeff French, Paul DiStefano (FDA) Martin Dowgert (FDA), Paulo Luciano (European Commission), Jessie 
Deloach, Elaine McKnight (Canada), Bob Woolrich, Rowena Linehan (Canada), Phil Spiller (FDA), Bob 
Collette (MSI), Brett Bishop, Michael Antee (FDA), Dawn Smith 
 
2001-2003 Committee Charges: 
 
1. Review Information concerning foreign developments that may impact shellfish sanitation in the 

United States. This information may be presented through the proposal process or to the 
Executive Board for consideration and dissemination to Conference members. 

 
Discussion: 
 
- Quorum (achieved after 20-30 minutes of discussion), Introductions, Charge of the Committee 

and last meeting’s Minutes were addressed. 
- NMFS Report: designated representative Spencer Garrett was unable to attend however he 

suggested a review of the Codex stand on Cadmium levels would be useful: 
- Paul DiStefano discussed FDA’s perspective (4 ppm) and that FDA was working with Bill 

Dewey on the issue. 
- Several states outside the NW appeared to have levels above the 1 ppm level being 

proposed. 
- EU is currently enforcing a 1 ppm standard. 
- Phil Spiller pointed out that not only science needs to be used to determine an 

appropriate level, but also hazard analysis must be done (acceptable risk). 
- The roll of consumption levels of various species, from various sources and differing 

cultural consumption levels were discussed. 
- Peter Pirillo provided copies of a detailed 2001-2003 FDA report for the Committee, which 

contained information on each MOU country (Canada, Chile, Korea, New Zealand, Mexico) and 
the following Non-MOU countries: Australia, European Union / United Kingdom, France and Peru. 

- Phil Busby noted that the Molluscan Safety Conference is scheduled for Galway, Ireland in June 
2004 and that a UNESCO / ISC Harmful Algal Bloom workshop occurred in 2002. 
- He anticipates change for base shellfish standards in New Zealand. 
- New Zealand continues to discover counterfeiting of their product by non-MOU countries 

and they are working to correct the problem. 
- Paul Luciano discussed a number of issues relating to the EU: 

- There were changes in Marine Biotoxin levels, in 2002 (Directive 2002/225). 
- They have been considering use of chemical methods as an alternative to the mouse 
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bioassay. 
- The old EU requirements were contained in Directive 91/492, which was modified in 1997 

to include ASP and then again in 2000 to include DSPs. 
- Chemical methods may be used comparatively, working with EU Community Reference 

Laboratories 
- There were also new regulations in 2001 for contaminants plus a Directive for Methods 

2001/02 
- The EU is working on Equivalence Agreements with Canada, NZ and US. An audit of the 

Canadian program was recently completed. Audits for NZ and USA are expected to be 
done this fall. 

- Equivalence is not expected to be recognized on all aspects of each program. 
- New regulations on Hygiene are expected to be completed before next May. 
- Shoreline Surveys for pollution, which are not currently being done, are under 

consideration. 
- Photoplankton monitoring is encouraged. 

- The latest Canadian Shellfish Sanitation Program Manual was available in February 2003 and a 
draft Training Manual has been developed. 

 
Recommendations: The Committee had no recommendations. 
 
The meeting was adjourned after approximately 2 hr. and 30 minutes. 
 
 
  
 
Recorder: Stephen Stephen 
 
Report Approved by: David Fyfe 
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