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Proposal Subject Shellstock Time to Temperature Controls 

 

Specific NSSP  

Guide Reference 

Section II Model Ordinance Chapter VIII. Control of Shellfish Harvesting  

@.02 Shellstock Time to Temperature Controls.    
 

Text of Proposal/    

Requested Action 

A. Each shellfish producing State shall es tablish t ime to temperature 

requir ements  for  t h e  harvesting of all shellstock to ensure that harvesters 
shall comply with one of the following: 

 

(1) The State Vibrio vulnificus Control Plan as outlined in 

Chapter II. @.06; or 
(2) The State Vibrio parahaemolyticus Plan as outlined in 

Chapter II. @.07; or 

(3) All other shellstock shall comply with one of the matrix 
matrices below: 

 

Action 
Level 

Average Monthly Maximum 

Air Temperature 

Maximum Hours from Exposure to 

Receipt at a Dealer’s Facility 

Level 1 <50 °F (10 °C) 36 hours 

Level 2 50 °F - 60 °F (10 °C - 15 °C) 24 hours 

Level 3 >60 °F - 80 °F (15 °C - 27 °C) 18 hours 

Level 4 >80 °F (≥27 °C) 12 hours 

 

Action 

Level 

Water  

Temperature 

Maximum Hours from Exposure to 

Temperature Control 

Level 1 <65 °F 36 hours 

Level 2 65 °F - 74 °F (18 °C - 23 °C) 14 hours 

Level 3 >74 °F - 84 °F (>23 °C - 28 °C) 12 hours 

Level 4 > 84 °F (>28 °C) 10 hours 

 

Public Health 

Significance 

No adverse public health significance.  Gulf states have had no significant historical 

bacterial based risk during cold water months Dec-Feb. This will allow states the option 

to have the harvest time to temperature controls based on Average Monthly Maximum 
water temperature instead of only Average Monthly Maximum Air Temperature, (as it 

was prior to 2012) 

 

Cost Information  None 
 

 


