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Proposal Subject: Refinement of Fecal Colliform Sources 
 

Specific NSSP 
Guide Reference: 

2009 NSSP Guide for the Control of Molluscan Shellfish Section II Model Ordinance 
Chapter IV Shellstock Growing Areas @.02 Bacteriological Standards. 
 

Text of Proposal/ 
Requested Action 

Add the following statement to Note: "Where there is evidence that the fecal coliform 
strategy for sampling is effected by false positives from decaying vegetation or other 
bacteria (within 1000 feet of shoreline) that do not indicate a risk to consumer health, the 
authority is required to perform adequate source testing.  The authority shall subtract these 
false positive results from the fecal coliform result to get an accurate reading of the actual 
bacteriological quality of the test station." 
 

Public Health 
Significance: 

None. This additional source testng is to refine the source of fecal in a non-point source 
remote site where there is no other evidence of human pathogens. There is substantial 
evidence that the bacteria that is involved in the decay of vegitation does test positive for the 
fecal coliform in the test that is currently the standard. Three documents are attached to 
provide adequate and sufficient rationale for this change to the NSSP. 
 

Cost Information 
(if available):   

Unkown.  It is expected that cost of sampling will be reduced as more accurate sampling 
will result in less sampling required. 
 

Action by 2011 
Task Force I 

Recommended no action on Proposal 11-110.   
 
Rationale:  Adequately addressed in the Model Ordinance. 
 

Action by 2011 
General Assembly 

Adopted recommendation of 2011 Task Force I on Proposal 11-110. 
 
 

Action by FDA 
February 26, 2012 

Concurred with Conference action on Proposal 11-110. 
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