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Proposal for Task Force Consideration  
at the ISSC 2019 Biennial Meeting  
          

 
1. 
 

 
a. ☒   Growing Area 
b. ☐   Harvesting/Handling/Distribution 
c. ☐   Administrative  

2.    Submitter Leonora Porter - Spokesperson 
3.    Affiliation NELEOM – Northeast Laboratory Evaluation Officers and Managers 
4.    Address Line 1 205 N. Belle Mead Road 
5.    Address Line 2 Suite #1 
6.    City, State, Zip East Setauket, New York, 11733 
7.    Phone 631-444-0487 
8.    Fax 631-444-0472 
9.    Email leonora.porter@dec.ny.gov 
10.  Proposal Subject NSSP Microbiology Laboratory Evaluation Checklist – Reagent Water Quality 
11.  Specific NSSP  
       Guide Reference 

Section IV. Guidance Documents, Chapter II. Growing Areas, .15 Evaluation of 
Laboratories by State Shellfish Laboratory Evaluation Officers Including 
Laboratory Evaluation Checklists, 1. NSSP Laboratory Evaluation Checklist for 
Microbiology. 

12.  Text of Proposal/    
       Requested Action 

The requested action is to adopt the modified text and update the reference in 
Section 1.7 Media Preparation for checklist item 1.7.6. 
 

13.  Public Health 
       Significance 

The suggested change addresses the importance of accurate information used in 
laboratory Quality Assurance Programs (QAPs) for recommended limits for the 
quality of reagent water used for microbiology testing by correcting the maximum 
acceptable limits for conductivity and resistivity testing based on the most current 
Standard Methods Edition.  
 
For 26 years, the incorrect units of measure for conductivity and resistivity have
been printed in laboratory reference materials:  Standard Methods for the 
Examination of Water and Wastewater, 1992, 18th Edition; Standard Methods,
2012, 22nd Edition; and Standard Methods, 2017, 23rd Edition. The QA information 
is finally corrected in the ERRATA, dated 5/29/18 for Standard Methods 23rd

Edition. The material states “In Section 9020, Table 9020:II (p. 9-14), the 
recommended Maximum Acceptable Limit for Conductivity Test should be “<2 
μmhos/cm (μSiemens/cm) at 25°C.”  The incorrect “resistance” statement from the 
18th Edition is removed in the 22nd and 23rd Editions of Standard Methods. The 
resistivity (also called specific resistance) is the reciprocal of the conductivity, not 
resistance.  A resistivity recommendation can be found in the Reagent Grade Water 
section. 

14.  Cost Information N/A 
 


