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January 15, 2019

TO: TOMALES BAY SHELLFISH GROWERS

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF CLOSURE OF TOMALES BAY TO SHELLFISH
HARVESTING DUE TO NOROVIRUS OUTBREAK

This is to confirm the email sent on January 39, 2019 at 3:30 PM that all shellfish
harvesting in Tomales Bay is closed as of January 3" at 3:30 PM due to a confirmed
norovirus outbreak. This action was taken in accordance with your Shellfish Growing
Area Certificate requirements, including Section IX of the 2018 Management Plan for
Commercial Shellfishing in Tomales Bay, California.

On January 3, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) Environmental
Management Branch was informed by the CDPH Food & Drug Branch of 33 illness
complaints due to the consumption of raw oysters from Tomales Bay. The leases
implicated in the illness outbreak are M-430-10 and M-430-11 in the outer bay, and M-
430-12 in the inner bay. CDPH will consider ending the iliness closure for all or part of
the bay pending receipt of negative results for norovirus testing of oyster samples
collected on January 4" from the implicated leases which were submitted to the CDPH
Food and Drug Laboratory in Richmond, California.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. If you have any questions please call me
at (510) 412-4633.
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Sam Rankin
Environmental Scientist
Preharvest Shellfish Program

cc (email):

Eric Trevena, Chief

Environmental Health Services Section
Environmental Management Branch
1725 23 St, MS 7404

Sacramento, California 95816

Kirsten Ramey

Marine Aquaculture Coordinator
California Department of Fish & Wildlife
619 Second Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Jessie DelLoach

Regional Shellfish Specialist

U.S. Food and Drug Administration
949 Market St, Suite 602

Tacoma, WA 98402

Blair Allen

Regional Water Quality Control Board
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400
Oakland, CA 94612

Vanessa Zubkousky-White, Chief
Preharvest Shellfish Unit
Environmental Management Branch
850 Marina Bay Parkway, G165
Richmond, CA 94804

Christina Grant

Food & Drug Branch

605 W. Santa Ana Blvd
Bldg. 28 Room 539

Santa Ana, California 92701

Rebecca Ng, Deputy Director

Marin County Division of Environmental
Health Services

3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 236
San Rafael, CA 94903

Ken B. Moore, Executive Director
Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference
209-1 Dawson Road

Columbia, SC 29223-1740



