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Requirements for the Authority. 
Whenever an Authority initiates a recall of shellfish products because of public health concerns, the Authority will monitor the progress and success of the recall. The Authority will immediately notify the FDA, Authorities in other states/countries, ISSC and industry involved in the recall. Each Authority involved in a recall will implement actions to ensure removal of recalled product from the market and issue public warnings if necessary to protect public health. 
FDA will decide whether to audit or issue public warnings after consultation with the Authority(s), and after taking into account the scope of the product distribution and other related factors. If the FDA determines that the Authority in any state involved in the recall fails to implement effective actions to protect public health, the FDA may classify, publish and audit the recall, including issuance of public warnings when appropriate. 

The type of recall needed for any particular situation cannot be specified and is determined by the nature of the recall, means of notification, methods of collecting related information, and summary of findings.  Recall notification procedures should be standardized to assure compliance with Title 21 CFR, Part 7.
Organization of the recall procedures activities must take into consideration the need for work week, weekend, and holiday notifications. Various recall notification strategies methods may be used depending on the nature of the illness outbreak and recall.  (See attached Appendix and supporting forms for example of a Recall Standard Operating Procedure)
Complete removal of shellfish from interstate and intrastate commerce is vital for effective recall reaction.  Timely notification and reaction by public health officials utilizing the Title 21 CFR, Part 7 requirements and associated state procedures must provide a safeguard against contaminated shellfish reaching the market. In some cases, depletion of the federal requirements by states may be the method selected to assure standardization of necessary steps to ensure effective recalls. 
Educational programs should be developed for both industry and the public describing the public health necessity for effective recall notifications and eliminating potentially unsafe shellfish products from the market place.  Programs developed specifically for participation of key industry people may be especially helpful in eliciting cooperative efforts of the entire industry. Such programs should focus on incentives to standardize the procedures for effective and timely recall activities.

The adequacy of state procedures as a basis for assuring rapid and thorough reaction to illness outbreaks and product recall efforts is an important component of this activity. Shellfish recall will be ineffective and or compromised if State procedures are so written or interpreted that effective reaction can not successfully initiated.  It is important that consistent recall expectations and notification procedures be standardized by participating public health Authorities in order to effectively safeguard the general public from potentially hazardous food.  
